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Now, in a new situation, he found a great deal of fat 
around his political mid-section. Now, all he sees is the 
ignorance of the workers, their disunity, their reluctance to i 
lose their jobs. They don't understand. And he doesn't feel * 
he can make them understand. Yet, they expect him to get 
something for them. He is convinced they are not going to 
fight. Above all, he sees the power of the enemy. He can see 
no way of breaking that power to force even the slightest 
concession. The only way to get concessions is through some 
deal. But that is no longer easy, either. One way is to join 
the Murrays and Careys and then life will be much easier. 

But he is a "man with a conscience." He hates a rat. He 
therefore sees no way out, has no perspective, and loses bis 
bearings completely. He begins to rationalize. J 

After all, Socialism is clearly not on the order of the day. 
So what is wrong with leaving the future to the future and 
dealing today with the problems of today, giving honest, 
conscientious leadership to the workers on economic issues 
and leaving political questions to the Party? 

And what is this honest, conscientious leadership? It turns 
out to be: Cet anything you can that the company is willing 
to give, Get anything you can get without a fight and with 
no politics. Well, perhaps that will include support to the 
MarshaU Plan, the U.S. invasion of Korea, and support for i 
anything Murray orders you to support-be cause refusal to !■ 
accept any part of C.LO. policv means bringing politics into * 


coming. He had unbounded faith in eventual victory. In fact, 

that was what gave him the courage to withstand povert)' 

and starvation, police clubs and injunctions. He was not ^ 

afraid of any isolation because he considered an attack on 

him by a labor faker as the greatest tribute. He built his 

cadres from among the workers. And as long as he had the 

respect of the workers, he felt he was anything but isolated. 

SEES ONLY POWER OF ENEMIES 
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for me The l I full) lecognize the role of the Party, 
especiill) M I 1 olicv The trouble is that at present we 
hi\e a Pirt\ 1 i hip that is mexperienced and is steering 
a wrong coursL i -mi sure the Party will correct itself in 
time But in the meantime, I am not going to lose my position 
ot leadership in the union 

Prettv soon he says: What is wrong with making a deal 
with O'Dwyer on the 10-cent fare if that is the only way to 
improve the conditions of the workers. After all, the business 
of the union is to get wage increases. Let the Communist 
Party or the A.L.P. handle the high cost of living. A day 
comes when he also says: What is wrong with doing a iitde 
Red-baiting. It's only lip-service. Billions of reactionary words 
are poured into the minds of the workei's every day. Will 
my few words make any difference? There is so much war- 
mongering propaganda that my weak criticism of the Soviet 
Union couldn't possibly make a diflerence. Yet it may win 
the election or save the union. 

. He now finds that some of his best friends of the earlier 
days are cooling off to him. He seeks new aUies. To please his 
new allies he begins to remove from positions of leadership 
some o( his old stalwarts. And for the same reason, it becomes 
necessary to ease some rank-and-file militants out of their jobs 
and, in fact, out of the industry. He begins to make peace 
with Murray. But that's not simple, either. How do Mr, 
Murray and J. Edgar Hoover know this is not another "Com- 
munist hick"? Well, there is but one way to convince them- 
> and now he denounces the Party and its work. As a token of 


To coiisol 111 nsLience he needs an elaborate rationali- 
zation so tl t 1 1 t,o down the road of betrayal and still 
1 look in the he says The Communist Parties in 
Europe ii i '1151 fine job. I am proud of them. 
But the Am mumst Parly-that's a horse of a differ- 
ent color L ■! I accept the leadership of the Party 
on geneni | 1 t 1 n specific tactics and propositions. 
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Read the Special, Enlarged Convention Issue of- 

POLITICAL AFFAIl 

FEBRUARY NUMBER 

Containing Proceedings of the 15th National Coum 
of the Communist Party, including major report; 
speeches. The Main Resolution, "Working-Class anc; 
pie's Unity for Peace," appears in the January 1951 



PEACE CAIV BE WON 

By GUS HALL 
Main Report to the 15tli National Convention Pi 

The IVegrn PeaplG in the Stm 
for Peace and Freedon 

By BENJAMIN J. DAVIS 
Report to the 15th National Convention I 

New Century Publishers, 832 Broadway, New York 
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